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SOUTH WOODHAM FERRERS TOWN COUNCIL’s 

response to Bradwell B Environmental Impact Assessment Scoping report of 

October 2020 

 
 

Introduction  
 
This document sets out the response of the South Woodham Ferrers Town Council to the Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA) Scoping Report, Appendices and Figures report published October 2020. 
 
South Woodham Ferrers is the largest town in the Chelmsford District and will be significantly impacted 
throughout the construction of Bradwell B and its ongoing operation.  
 
The Town Council is pleased that this consultation has recognised the emerging Chelmsford Local Plan 
(adopted on 27 May 2020) and the South Woodham Ferrers Neighbourhood Plan (currently at stage 
regulation 16), which both outline definitive plans for a substantial growth area to the Town of up to 1,600 
homes and supporting infrastructure to the North of the B1012. This highlights the impracticality (if not 
impossibility) of using the B1012 as a route for construction and commuter traffic and provides evidence 
that the Bradwell project team need to thoroughly research their proposals. The B1012 is not a bypass 
and will be reduced in capacity by the proposed housing development introducing multiple pedestrian 
crossing points, roundabouts and speed restrictions.  
 
South Woodham Ferrers Town Council must be considered a key stakeholder for issues which affect 

residents as negotiations on the project move forward. 

Comments on specific areas covered by the EIA consultation are outlined in the following paragraphs 

 

1. Environment  

1.1. The proposals do not sufficiently consider the impact of Bradwell B on the environment. The design 
of the power station does not minimise the impacts on the sensitive marine environment of the 
Blackwater Estuary nor is it sensitive to the distinctive landscape and seascape character of the Dengie 
peninsula, considerations follow:  

1.2. The area is an important habitat for wildlife and the Blackwater, Colne, Crouch and Roach Estuaries 
are essential ecologically and support commercial fisheries. The mudflats and saltmarshes provide 
foraging for many thousand wintering water birds, as well as providing a breeding habitat. The sites are 
Special Protection Area, Ramsar, National Nature Reserve and Site of Special Scientific Interest areas 
and are protected under national and international law, it is therefore not sufficient for the design to 
“minimise” the impact. (BRB Stage 1 Cons Doc pages 41 and 43)  

1.3. The Borrow Dyke which flows next to the proposed site is also designated as a Site of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSI), Special Protection Area (SPA) and Ramsar site. It may also support water 
voles, a protected species. The proximity of the Borrow Dyke to the proposed Power Station is shown in 
the Main consultation document on page 40 Figure 3.12.  

1.4. Although the main development site benefits from the existing flood embankment, this is insufficient 
to protect Bradwell B power station from flooding, over the lifetime of the plant, considering foreseeable 
climate change. The site must be raised, and new larger sea defences constructed. On page 39 of the 



 
 

       2                           www.southwoodhamferrerstc.gov.uk 
 

main consultation document, Figure 3.11 Flood Zone Map for planning, shows the whole site apart from 
2 irrigation reservoirs (Flood Zone 2) are in Flood Zone 3. This is not mentioned in the Summary 
document.  

1.5. The carbon footprint for the construction of the power station must be considered in addition to any 
perceived benefits. There appears to be a lack of a strategy to reduce carbon emissions during the 
construction of the power station and the resultant huge carbon footprint is highly likely to significantly 
outweigh the benefits of the small footprint of the energy produced once the power station is operational. 
Appropriate monitoring and reporting must be put in place, and a clear strategy, with the aim of reducing 
the carbon emissions during the construction phase for the benefit of all. (Chelmsford Local Plan – May 
2020 Page 222, Policy DM19)  

1.6. The new connection to the National Grid will have a major and detrimental impact on South 
Woodham Ferrers, particularly in respect of the proposed development to the north of the B1012, it is 
essential that Bradwell B works closely with the National Grid to align proposals and to allow impacts to 
be fully assessed, before the 2nd consultation stage. (Chelmsford Local Plan Strategic Growth Site 10 
North of South Woodham Ferrers, Page 169)  
 

 

2. Transport  

2.1. There is a high level of car ownership in the area and consequently of vehicle movements on the 
road network. There is already significant traffic congestion on the B1012/A132/A130/A12 and A414 
corridors - all routes that construction and ongoing commuter traffic will need to use to access the 
Bradwell B site. Congestion will increase when the Chelmsford Local and the South Woodham 
Neighbourhood plans have been delivered. Further housing developments in Maldon District will also 
lead to more traffic on South Woodham Ferrers roads and will only be compounded by the additional 
Bradwell B traffic. 

2.2. The Town Council has major concerns about the detrimental effects of the massive increase in road 
transport on air quality and the increased noise pollution in South Woodham Ferrers. This will have a 
significant impact on residents, especially in relation to prevailing wind direction and the proposed new 
development. There is currently a Health Centre, school, garden of remembrance, homes and listed 
buildings along the proposed route on the B1012. This will be exacerbated by the development of 
another 1600 homes on the north side of the B1012 and therefore the construction and ongoing works 
traffic will be directed through the middle of our South Woodham Ferrers. The traffic generated by the 
Bradwell project needs to be separated from the sensitive residential areas along the B1012, which will 
bisect the town as planned development progresses. 

2.3 We are concerned that the vibrations from the high level of HGV’s will affect listed buildings and 
residential properties abutting the B1012. 

2.4 The surveys prepared for the Local Plan by Essex Highways ( Preferred Option Strategic & Local 
Junction Modelling – January 2018), stated on pages 112 and 113 that road junctions in South 
Woodham Ferrers are already near capacity, at capacity or over capacity. The document informs us 
that “In terms of highway mitigation investigated, only what might be reasonably affordable and could 
be delivered within the land available around the junction has been looked at”.  One very important 
junction on the B1012 which already carries a large volume of traffic from the Maldon District and 
which would see a great increase generated by the Bradwell B Project, has been discounted for 
mitigation. Robust traffic and highway capacity research must be carried out to ensure that the 
environment is protected by appropriate infrastructure and is fit for purpose. 
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2.5 There are proposals for road improvements, including bypasses, throughout the proposed routes in 
the Maldon District, but no proposed improvements to the B1012 and A132 in the Chelmsford District. A  
bypass of South Woodham Ferrers to the A130 is essential for traffic to and from Bradwell, because the 
B1012 is not a bypass and will become more integrated into the urban area as the planned housing 
development progresses. 

2.6 Working from home is going to free up capacity on the rail network, so more use of the railway would 
help reduce the need for road transport and lessen the impact on the environment. 

2.7 The increased use of marine transport for carrying materials would also protect the local environment 

3 People and Jobs 

3.1 Need to consider the impact on the local area environments in both the Maldon and Chelmsford 
Districts of new housing developments as a result of the Bradwell B project. 

3.2 This part of Essex is a low unemployment area and acquiring staff from outside of the community 
will have an increased effect on house demand. 

3.3 A local employment policy should be set up to reduce the effects on the environment of reliance 
on commuting and long distance travelling to Bradwell B. 

4. Major Accidents and Disasters 

4.1 Flooding is a real risk in the future with climate change causing rising sea levels and extreme 
weather events and the need for an evacuation of the site and local area need to be considered as 
there are only two main exit routes from the Dengie 

4.2 Other major incidents, such as terrorism, fire, cyber-attacks will also mean there is a clear need 
for contingency evacuation and resilience plans to protect both residents and the environment 

5 Conclusions 

5.1. In conclusion, the proposals for transport modes, environmental protections and housing impacts 
must be taken seriously in the next stage of the project. The proposals need to consider international 
environmental law and known housing development plans, impacting on South Woodham Ferrers and 
other major conurbations in the area.  

5.2. The adopted Chelmsford Local Plan and the South Woodham Ferrers Neighbourhood Plan (which 
has reached inspection stage) are both relevant and must be considered because they determine the 
future South Woodham Ferrers road infrastructure.  

5.3. Given the status of the Chelmsford Local Plan, including the large housing development North of 
South Woodham Ferrers and the Town’s Neighbourhood Plan it appears that the current Bradwell B 
proposal needs further work to conform to these plans.  
 

  END 
 
 

 
 


