
  
 

 
  
 
 
 
   
 
 

AGENDA 
 

 
You are summoned to a Meeting of the 

COUNCIL 
 

to be held at 8.00 p.m.   

on 

Wednesday 1st September 2021 
 

At Champions Manor Hall Multi-Purpose Room,  

 

Due to covid restrictions any resident wishing to attend the meeting must contact the 
office by 12pm on the Tuesday prior to the meeting.  Access to the room is via the doors 

overlooking the bowling green and not the front doors, this is to ensure users of both 
halls can be kept separate. All attendees to wear masks unless exempt.  

 
 
Local residents are welcome to attend this meeting.  At the meeting, your elected 
Councillors will take decisions affecting YOU, the Community and the Town.  The public 
may participate for up to 15 minutes for this purpose.  If you have any queries, please 
telephone the Town Clerk on 01245 321817.  Please join us 
 
 

 
 

Karen Hawkes BSc (Hons) 
South Woodham Ferrers Town Clerk 

 26th August 2021 
 

 
 

Any member who is unable to attend the meeting should send their apologies and reason to the 
Town Clerk prior to the meeting. 
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1. Apologies for Absence 
 To RECEIVE and ACCEPT any apologies for absence. 
  
2. Dispensation considerations 
 To consider any dispensations, as required.  Standing Order 12. Dispensation 

requests shall be in writing and submitted to the Town Clerk as soon as 
possible before the meeting, or failing that, at the start of the meeting for 
which the dispensation is required. 

  
3. Declarations of Interest 
 
 
 
 
4. 

Any Member declaring an interest is asked to state whether this is a pecuniary 
or non-pecuniary interest. Clarification, if required, can be sought prior to the 
meeting with the Chairman or the Town Clerk. 
 
Code of Conduct  
Members are reminded of the Code of Conduct and their behaviour towards 
fellow Councillors and officers, any member which continuously breaches this  
will be asked to leave the meeting. 

  
5. Confirmation of Minutes 
 To APPROVE the minutes of the Council meeting held on 23rd June 2021 as a 

true record. 
  
6. Public Questions 
 In accordance with Standing Order 3.e to allow up to 15 minutes for members 

of the public to make representations, answer questions and give evidence in 
respect of any item covered by the Committees Terms of Reference.  At the 
close of this item members of the public will no longer be permitted to address 
the Committee; Members with pecuniary interests will also not be permitted to 
speak, address the Committee on those interests and must leave the meeting 
when the item in relation to their interest is being discussed. 

  
7. Health and Social Care Club report 
 To receive a written report from the Health and Social Care Group, Chairman 

available for points of clarification if required.  
   

 

8. Reports from Committee and Working Party Chairman 
 Reports from Committees are attached to the agenda. 
 8.1 Environment and Open Spaces Committee 
  It was noted that a meeting was held on 07/07/21 
 8.2 Leisure and Community Committee 
  It was noted that a meeting was held on 21/07/21  
 8.3 Planning Committee 
  It was noted that meetings were held on 30/06/21, 28/07/21, 

25/08/21 
 8.4 Policy and Resources Committee 
  No meeting held 
 8.5 Development and Infrastructure Committee 
  It was noted that a meeting was held on 11/08/21 
   
9. 
 
 
 

Future Council meetings  
• To note that future Council and Committee meetings will be held in the 

Multi-purpose room on a Wednesday, calendar of meetings attached to 
the agenda  
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10. 
 
 
 
 
 
11. 
 
 
 
12. 
 
 
 
13. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
14. 
 
 
 
 

• Councillor O’Brien to introduce early concepts to address the current 
situation, with the possibility of increasing meeting space.   

 
Planning Committee Membership 
Currently the planning committee has 12 members, request for Councillor 
Shearring to join the Committee to consider tree applications.  Council to agree 
whether a member of the planning committee wishes to resign from the 
committee or whether to increase committee membership 
 
Community Resilience Plan  
To receive a verbal report from Town Clerk following meeting with Chelmsford 
Community Safety Lead Officer 
 
Honours Board 
To consider application for the Distinguished Community Service Award as 
attached to the agenda, criteria attached.  
 
Mayors Award and Civic Event 

• To receive a presentation from Councillor Thompson to discuss a 
possible change to the Honours Board and Civic event.  

• Members to note the previous two years civic event has been cancelled 
due to the Covid pandemic, Councillor Shearring had pre arranged an 
afternoon tea event to thank volunteers.  Councillor Massey could not 
make any arrangements due to Covid situation.  

 
Council to agree how to proceed  
 
Highways Devolution to Parishes  
To consider whether to accept the offer from Essex County Council for the 
devolution of Highways, details circulated.  There has been no change to the 
scheme since the Town Council declined to accept the offer at the 8th January 
2019 Council extract below,  Town Clerk would recommend that the Town 
Council does not accept the offer. 
 
Following the circulation of a PowerPoint detailing services and scheme 
circulated on the 20th December 2018, the Town Clerk gave a summarised 
presentation  
370  “On proposal by Councillor Roberts, seconded by Councillor R Weir-Ewing, 
it was AGREED that the budget provided for the amount of work, experience, 
health and safety, insurance and staff proposed is insufficient and therefore on 
this basis will not proceed with this pilot and any future pilot scheme with the 
same insufficiencies.” 
   

15. Chelmsford City Council / Essex County Council 
To consider report(s) to Council from City Councillors/County Councillor 
concerning matters of interest to South Woodham Ferrers. 

  
16. Reports from Representatives of Outside Bodies by Lead Councillors 
 16.1 South Woodham Ferrers Village Hall Trust Management Committee – 

Councillor Humphrey.  
 16.2 South Woodham Playing Fields Management Committee – Councillor 

John 
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17. 
 
 
 
 
18. 

Town Mayor’s Announcement’s 
The Town Mayor will provide a verbal report. 
A list of recent events attended by the Town Mayor and Deputy Town Mayor 
will be circulated at the meeting. 
 
Media Release 
To consider whether any items on the agenda warrant a media release 

  
19. Next Meeting 
 The next meeting will be held on 17th November 2021. 

 
 

  
 



Report to the South Woodham Ferrers Town Council for 

Meeting on 1st September 2021 

Since the last Town Council meeting on 23rd June, the South Woodham 

Ferrers Health & Social Care Group has held its Annual General Meeting on 

15th July. Our 2020-2021 Annual Report, presented to your last meeting, was 

received and adopted. This was coupled with a virtual Public Meeting with the 

keynote presentation by Dan Doherty giving updates on the local and national 

strategies of the NHS.  A short summary of the meeting can be found here: 

https://swfhealthsocial.files.wordpress.com/2021/08/agm-minutes-2021.docx 

A full recording of the meeting is available on the Health & Social Care Group 

website at: https://swfhealthsocial.co.uk/2021/07/12/the-present-future-of-

swfs-nhs-is-crucial-what-do-we-want-when-do-we-want-it-and-agm-2021/ 

The other major activity of the Group has been the continued operation of the 

volunteer system which has continued to be busy since lockdown restrictions 

were eased.  A copy of the latest week’s report can be found here: 

https://swfhealthsocial.co.uk/2021/08/22/an-update-from-us-22-08-2021/ 

The Group continues to publish regular items of interest and importance.  In 

addition to the material issued by the Health Agencies, assistance was given 

to Kingsway Surgery by publicising details of the merger at the beginning of 

July. 

The recent accident at One Stop in Hullbridge Road only interrupted the 

Village Pharmacy service there for a few hours. We were glad to hear that the 

injuries sustained were not more serious. 

We held a Task Group meeting in July to consult about the forthcoming Essex 

Community Wellbeing Service which is due to come into operation in April 

2022 and combine some health and welfare services. 

We have continued to contribute to Mid Essex Clinical Commissioning 

Group’s Community Summits and Livewell Chelmsford as they respectively 

https://swfhealthsocial.files.wordpress.com/2021/08/agm-minutes-2021.docx
https://swfhealthsocial.co.uk/2021/07/12/the-present-future-of-swfs-nhs-is-crucial-what-do-we-want-when-do-we-want-it-and-agm-2021/
https://swfhealthsocial.co.uk/2021/07/12/the-present-future-of-swfs-nhs-is-crucial-what-do-we-want-when-do-we-want-it-and-agm-2021/
https://swfhealthsocial.co.uk/2021/08/22/an-update-from-us-22-08-2021/


continue considerations of the present, short and longer term situations for 

health and welfare provisions. 

Over the summer we have undertaken two research projects, one about 

patient & public engagement with health and social care services and the 

other about the provision of rehabilitation services for major trauma and other 

patients with the most complex neuro-muscular-skeletal injuries. These were 

done in conjunction with the University of Warwick’s internship scheme. 

The Group is commissioned to continue its Covid-related support until the end 

of March 2022. It is good to see Covid cases in SWF declining after the recent 

serious spike. Our local NHS and hospitals are under unprecedented 

demand. Various models for managing the coming winter are being prepared. 

However, at present the incidence and severity of flu and respiratory illnesses 

during the winter is unpredictable, although forecasts about how Covid will 

behave are more predictable unless a new variant emerges.  

-oo0oo- 



 
   

 
 
Reports to Council 01 September 2021 
 

 8.1 Environment Committee 
It was noted that a meeting was held on 07/07/21 

• Garden of remembrance 
- Photo of the memorial to be taken and published within the 

Focus and Facebook page to inform residents that there is a      
      location where they can reflect and remember loved ones 

 
- Not to proceed with a pergola, provide miniature trees to 

ensure the open feel of the area and obtain prices for rose 
beds, this will increase the memorial options available for 
residents. Officers permitted to arrange planting of trees 
once 

- to decline the offer of the tree from Paul Kings for the 
Garden of Remembrance. Town Council to consider Jubilee 
options  
  
• Dog Waste signs 
ESO’s to erect dog fouling signs on appropriate areas       
within the Town.  Awareness to be raised on social media 

 
• Climate and Ecological Emergency Focus Group 

         Councillor Bentley reported that the Climate and 
Ecological Toolkit and Introduction letter has been 
produced, other than some slight graphic amendments 
this document is ready for publication in E form. It is 
anticipated that some of the ‘quick fixes’ detailed could be 
introduced in the focus column if space allows. It is 
anticipated that this is a fluid document so amendments 
may be made as the year progress. 

 
• Crisp Recycling Scheme 

         Following the lifting of lockdown the crisp recycling 
scheme collection point will resume at Champions Manor 
Hall.  Members voted to proceed with Young Minds for the 
2021/22 financial year.  
 

It was noted that a meeting was held on 24/07/21 
• Public Toilets 

Committee advised any questions or concerns regarding 
Public Toilets in South Woodham Ferrers town be directed 
to Chelmsford City Council. 
  
 

   
   

 

 



8.2  Leisure & Community Committee 
It was noted that a meeting was held on 21/07/21 
 Bowls club

Committee discussed and agreed that there is a need for a
Bowls Green in the Town and Councillors support the Bowls
Green replacement. The Town Council will advertise for
tenders on the Government Contract Finder website for
artificial and grass surfaces and this will be discussed at the
next meeting on 15th September 21 and to look for other
possible funding opportunities.

 New Sub committee For Queens Jubilee Celebrations
The Town Council agreed to do an event/s and this will go to
the Events Sub Committee for discussion and ideas and to
report back to Leisure at the next meeting on the 15th

September 2021.

 Summer Events
Woodham in Bloom: Committee NOTED this event is
receiving media coverage to residents.
Summer Event: Committee NOTED Fun at Champions Manor
Hall events arranged for 2nd/9th/16th/23rd August 21.

8.3    Planning Committee 
It was noted that meetings were held on 30th June, 28th July and 
25th August 2021. 

 Housing Strategy for Chelmsford for the period 2022 – 2027
Consultation.

 Strategic Growth Site 10 North of B1012 and the associated
planning infrastructure groups.

8.4 Policy and Resources Committee 
It was noted that no meetings have been held since the last full 
Council meeting. 

8.5 Development and Infrastructure Committee 
 Neighbourhood Plan referendum is expected in the early 

Autumn
 Committee to review aims of the Town Council and create a 

working group to consider aspirations and projects in line with 
the Neighbourhood Plan



South Woodham Ferrers Town Council 

Meetings Schedule 2021 – 2022 (as amended September 2021) 

Month Date Meeting Month Date Meeting 

May 2021 4 Annual Council November 2 

12 Policy & Resources 10 Environment 

19 Leisure 16 

25 17 Leisure 

26 Planning 24 Planning 

28 Annual Town Meeting 

December 8 Policy & Resources 

June 1 14 

8 15 Planning 

16 Policy & Resources 22 Environment 

23 Council 28 

29 

30 Planning January 2022 4 

11 Council 

July 7 Environment 12 Planning 

14 Policy & Resources 18 

21 Leisure 25 Leisure 

27 26 Planning 

28 Planning 

February 1 

August 3 8 Policy & Resources 

10 15 

17 22 Environment 

24 Environment 23 Planning 

25 Planning 

31 

March 4 Annual Town Meeting 

September 1 Council 8 Council 

7 15 

15 Leisure 22 

21 29 Leisure 

28 30 Planning 

29 Planning 

April  5 

October 5 12 Policy & Resources 

12 19 

20 Policy & Resources 26 Environment 

26 27 Planning 

27 Planning 

Meetings to commence at 8pm with the exception of the Planning, Environment and Leisure 

Committees which  commence at 7.30pm 
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