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 SOUTH WOODHAM FERRERS TOWN COUNCIL 

PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 

MINUTES of a Meeting held on Tuesday 21st February 2023 

at 7.30p.m. 
at Champions Manor Hall 

 

Present: 
Councillor A Shearring Chairman 

Councillor S Wilson Vice Chair 
 

 Councillor K Bentley            Councillor D Eley 

                Councillor O Brien            Councillor M Sismey 
                Councillor J Birch            Councillor P Ferry  

      Councillor Roberts 

In attendance: Town Clerk and two members of the public. 

 
PE159 Apologies for Absence 

 Apologies of absence were received and accepted from Councillors      
Humphrey, John & Thompson.  

 
PE160 Dispensation Considerations 
   None Received 

  
PE161 Declarations of Interest 

   None Received 
 

PE162 Confirmation of Minutes 
The minutes of the Planning and Environment meeting held on 31st January 
2023 were agreed as a true record of the meeting. 

Proposed:  Councillor M O’Brien 
Seconded:  Councillor K Bentley  

Vote:   Carried 
 
PE163 Public Questions 

Two members of the public were present. One member of public 

commented on Agenda item 12 20’s Plenty for Essex expressing her 

concerns over lowering the speed limit to 20mph in the town. 

 

Agenda Item 12 20’s Plenty for Essex was AGREED to be brought forward 

on the agenda. 

 

PE164 20’s Plenty for Essex 
Committee considered participating in the campaign to make 20 mph the 
default speed limit where people and motor vehicles mix with 30mph 

being an exception. 
Proposal:    The Town Council decline to participate in the campaign. 

Proposed: Councillor M Sismey 
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Seconded: Councillor M’O Brien  
Vote: Carried 

 

7.50pm one member of the public left the meeting. 

 

PE165 Budgetary Position 
   The budgetary position as of 15th February 2023 was NOTED.  

 
PE166 Previous Planning Decisions and Appeals 

The City Council planning decisions which differ from the Town Council 
recommendations were noted. 

 

PE167 Planning Applications 
 

23/05007/TPO 14 Pertwee Drive  
T1 - Horse Chestnut - Front garden - Crown reduction from 9m to 7m to 
suitable cutting points and shaping to leave natural profile, clean out dead 

wood and lightly thin remaining crown. Reason: Grown to inappropriate size 
for location and proximity to house; T2 - Horse Chestnut -Front garden - 

Crown reduction from 8m to 6.5m to suitable cutting points and shaping to 
leave natural profile, clean out dead wood and lightly thin remaining crown. 
Reason: Trees grown to inappropriate size for location and proximity to 

house. 
It was agreed that the Planning and Environment Committee OBJECT to 

this application on the basis that it is felt that the trees need to still recover 
from the previous work.  
 

23/00021/FUL 1 Forrest Close   
Proposed two storey side extension and addition of windows to front 

elevation. 
It was agreed that the Planning and Environment Committee has NO 
OBJECTIONS to this application. 

 
22/00022/FULAPP/W1525/W/22/3303781 Bushy Hill 

Communication Station Edwins Hall Road  
Appeal 22/00022/FUL: Retrospective application for the siting of a mobile 

home to provide accommodation for security guard. 
It was agreed that the Planning and Environment Committee has NO 
OBJECTIONS to this application. 

 
22/05057/TPO  TPO/W1525/9247 49 Broughton Road 

Appeal 22/05057/TPO: Oak (T3) - Crown reduction by 5m - Reason - The 
tree blocks out sunlight from our garden and in our opinion is too tall for 
where it is situated, lower branches over hanging into another garden. 

It was agreed that the Planning and Environment Committee has NO 
OBJECTIONS to this application. 

 
22/02235/OUT Bushy Hill Communication Station Edwins Hall 
Road  

Outline application for demolition of existing structures and construction of 
7 detached dwellings, including internal road and private drives. 

Repositioning and widening of existing access road to the site.  Approval 
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sought for matters of access, layout and scale. Matters of appearance and 
landscaping reserved for subsequent approval. 

It was agreed that the Planning and Environment Planning Committee 
OBJECTS to this application on the following grounds:- 

• None of the area for the proposed development is designated for any 

kind of development in the Local Plan. 
• Any permitted development outside the areas designated for such in 

the Local Plan would create a very unacceptable precedent. 
• None of the area for the proposed development is designated for any 

kind of development in the Neighbourhood Plan. 

• The proposed development is in a green belt. 
• The proposed development is an open space. With the proposed 

development north of Burnham Road open space in the area will be 
much required. 

• The proposed development is in an area of wildlife importance. 

• The proposed development encroaches an Edwins Hall Wood - an 
ancient woodland. 

All these factors are still valid and with the approved development of 1000+ 
house to the south this green space and separator belt is even more vital. 
 

23/00041/FUL 60 Green Lane   
Proposed single storey rear extension. 

It was agreed that the Planning and Environment Committee has NO 
OBJECTIONS to this application. 

 
22/02279/FUL 7 Great Smials   
Retrospective application for garage conversion into habitable space and 

creation of off-street parking space. 
It was agreed that the Planning and Environment Committee OBJECT to 

this application due to loss of parking. 
 
PE168 Chelmsford City Council Planning Committee (7th February 2023) 

Meeting  
Committee NOTED a verbal report by Cllr. D Eley and Cllr. S Wilson 

regarding the agenda item  21/01961/OUT & 21/01961/FUL Land 
Northwest of Hamberts Farm, Burnham Road, South Woodham Ferrers, 
Chelmsford, discussed at the CCC Planning Committee meeting held on 7th 

February 2023. 
 

Cllr Wilson and I attended the CCC Planning Meeting on 7th February 2023. The 

meeting was filmed and broadcast on You-tube which was watched by Cllrs Birch and 

O’Brien live. Cllr Wilson read out a statement, which was co-written by us both on 

behalf of the Town Council, cleared with Cllr Shearring and submitted by the Town 

Clerk to CCC prior to the Meeting. This was published for the public by CCC with the 

agenda. This statement highlighted the Council’s three main concerns, already 

highlighted in the Council’s submission, in respect of highways, sewerage capacity & 

pollution risk to Fenn Creek and the River Crouch, and surface water drainage, 

particularly to the east of the development. Also in attendance were Cllr’s Bentley and 

Roberts, who both read out statements in their roles as City Councillors. Statements 

were also read by representatives of Countryside and Mr Brunning and Dr 

McCormack as representatives from Woodham Infrastructure Group (WIG). In 

attendance were representatives from on Highways and Education from ECC. 
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The officers did answer most of the questions raised by the Town Council, but in my 

opinion, there are still questions and on-going concerns in respect of highways 

mitigation and how Anglian Water will cope with the extra sewerage generated by the 

development. I was not happy with the comment by the officer that there is already 

outfall into Fenn Creek, and with the implication as I took it, that a bit more was 

acceptable and that it was Anglian Water’s responsibility. The officer stated several 

times that the highways mitigation meant that any impacts on residents were not 

considered as “severe” and so were acceptable under the NPPF criteria they work to.  

 

Prior to the meeting Dev Comms sent a briefing document which was circulated to all 

Councillors. 

 

New items to note from this document and information presented by the officers at the 

meeting are: 

• The development will be all electric and properties will be heated by air and/or 

ground source heat pumps. as advised by Paul at Dev Comms after the meeting. 

•  All properties will have EV charge points or access to one.   

• There will be a peak time shuttle bus to Wickford Station and buses to frequency 

of bus service 336 to Chelmsford will be increased as new homes are built. 

• The playing fields are for 4 rugby pitches and a pavilion. 

• A contribution of £524,300 will be made to Crouch Vale Medical Centre for 

reconfiguration and reorganisation. 

• 35% of properties will be Affordable in accordance with the Local Plan of which 

22% will be for affordable rent, 9% as First Homes and 4% Shared Ownership. 

5% of the affordable homes will be wheelchair accessible. 

• 5% of the new homes will be Custom/Self Build. 

• 0.9 Ha is allocated for allotments and community gardens which I believe if I 

understood correctly will be offered to CCC in the first instance (?) 

 

The other thing to note is that it will not be ECC who make the decision as to whether 

a primary school is required but the Secretary of State for Education as most schools 

are now Academy’s. Cllr Wilson added in tonight’s meeting that there was a 

discussion regarding S106 money and whether the land for the Primary School could 

be protected for 10 to 15 years. 

 

CCC passed the application subject to a request from The Secretary of State for 

Levelling Up, Housing and Communities that the matter be referred to him for 

determination, in a letter dated 2nd February 2023. 

 

Dev Comms have advised that they will be in contact the Town Clerk later this year to 

arrange a further consultation meeting with the Town Council. 

 

As a Committee and Council, we should continue to scrutinise future planning 

applications for the development to try to ensure the best is achieved for our existing 

and future residents. 

  

 Committee thanks Councillors Eley & Wilson for attending the meeting. 
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PE169 Garden of Remembrance 

Following further investigation by the Town Clerk it was AGREED this item 
will not be progressed further. 
 

8.32pm one member of the public left the meeting. 

 
PE170 Outside Maintenance Contract 

 The Town Clerk gave a verbal report on the current outside maintenance 

contract.  
Proposal:    The Planning & Environment Committee recommend to 

Council on 14th March 2023 that we have a rolling two-year contract on 
the grounds of quality and price. Town Clerk to give a performance review 
to Council. Financial Regulations 11d.  

Proposed: Councillor K Bentley 
Seconded: Councillor I Roberts  

Vote: Carried 
 

PE171 Items Noted by Committee 

• Woodham Fenn report Feb 2023. Litter picking and site walk over 

checks.   
• The date of the next Climate & Ecological meeting is scheduled for 27th 

February 2023.  

Cllr Bentley reported on progress of the group and committee agreed 
this will be an agenda item at the next meeting in March 2023. 

• The parking restrictions at Warwick Parade come into effect from 
Monday 27th February 2023. Introduction of no waiting at any time and 
yellow lines. 

• Committee members had been requested to send additional comments 
on the Consultation on the Strategic Housing and Employment Land 

Availability Assessment (SHELAA) Amended Methodology and Criteria 
Note to be submitted by the 20 February 2023 deadline. No comments 

received. 
• A working party to be arranged to discuss ideas and progression with 

the area at John Cox. 

• Replacement board for the Community Orchard has been ordered. 
 

PE172 S106 Sainsbury 

It was Noted Essex Highways have advised the works are scheduled to be 

delivered in September/October. Schedule attached to the agenda. Town 

Clerk to speak to Highways regarding work scheduled for The Chase. 

PE173 Report to Council 

• Open maintenance contract 
• 20’s Plenty for Essex Campaign 

• Chelmsford City Council meeting 7/2/23 decision. 
 
PE174 Media Coverage 

 No media coverage. 
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PE175 Next Meeting 

The next meeting was agreed to commence on 28 March 2023 at 7.30pm. 
 
There being no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the 

meeting at 8.58pm 
 

 

Signed ……………………………………………………………… 

Chairman of the Meeting                                        Date: 28th March 2023 


